> Suzuki GSX-R1100

Not so much a motorcycle as a statement of intent. Early oil-cooled GSX-R1100s are for hard men only
* W Top speed 160mph (average) M Insurance group NU16 M Engine 1127cc, 16v, in-line four B Dry weight 210kg ® Typical mpg 36

B Thanks to Colchester
Motorcycles for the loan
of the bike. If you're
interested, it's for sale,
50 give them a call on
01206 860006,

What itis
The Daddy. Mr Muscle, The Man's bike,

Ckay, so the GEX-R11 had its
problams, but it was the first Japaneso
litra-plus hike that could truly be called
a super-sports machine.

You think the FireBlade was the first
Jop bike to play the powersto-weight
card? [0wasn't. The GSX-R's claimad
130bhp was nothing new, but that much
power in o bike weighing undar 200kg
cartainly was. That was 30kg lighter
than the Kavwasaki GPZ900R, which
was itsolf a model of compactness for
the ara,

The GEX-R was stylad like an
endurance-racar, Tucked in behind the
wide feiring, big screon and thoge twin
headlights (for added pose value, you
had one pointing slightly skyward, true
endurance-styla) yvou really could play
the Bol d°0r hero,

I 1986 the chassis was state-of-the-
art — alley frame, electric anti-dive forks
and fully-floating front discs. Time
hasn't served it so well, A true
musclebike, the engine had muscle, and
you needed all of yours to keep the thing
under control,

A bit like the TLT1000S, it was bought
for the adranalin rush it provided, not its

dynamic abilities. If that's what yvou like,
vou'll love the Big Eleven,

Riding

“Mail the throtle and the Suruki surges
forward, although the tacho needie is
barehy off its 3000rpm peg. The
accalaration is awasoma = like baing
charged in the back by a rugby scrum,”
said Roland Brown in May 1988, "This
bike's racing potential is mindblowing.”

Many were raced. What impreszed
paople about the first 1100 wazs its
responsiveness —the 750 had to be
wiound up to dalivar its impressiva)
best, but thie 1100 just charged, in any
gear, from any revs. Five gears were
anaugh for the GSX-R1100.

MWext 1o tha 750 it was stable too,
thanks 10 its longer wheelbase and
factory-fitted stearing damper,

It all want wrang with the 1988 K
model, The new chassis had exactly the
same reka and trail figures as the 750,
and it werned from a super-stabla rockat
into a near-unmanageabla animal, “The
frant end is inclined to chatter under
hard braking, the rear to sguat and
wallow under hard power, with a
tendancy to shake its head slightly over
ripples,” said Mac MeDiarmid in

Fabruary 1289, And that was on a super-
smooth Japanese est track,

It wasn't just Bike — most magezines
of the day were united in theair criticism
of the K model’'s wayward nature,

The L medel had new suspension
including, for the first time ona
suparbike, upside-down forks, It didn't
roally cure the problem, “Every yaar
Suruki change something about the
GSX-A1100. Troubla is, they novar
change just one thing. And for evary one
thing thoy improve, they worsan
something else,” moaned Phil Wastin
June 1981, “That sophisticatad
suspension set-up, although fina for tha
track, still isn't right for the road.”

With the M model, Suzuki messed
up the engine, shoving all the real povwear
ahove B000rpm.

"It you get your kicks riding 180mph
11003 like 350 Powervalves you'll love it,
If, with that sort of performance on
hand, you prefer to troubla yourself less
with the gear levar and maore with
picking linas, braking points; ate, you
won't,” coneluded Phil Wast, againin
June 1881,

It was clear that the big GSX-R had
had its day. "Showing its age.” we
concluded. The water-cooled angine =









