Suzuki

The 1989-model
GSX-R1100 is both
sharper and more civilised
than its predecessor. Ken
Wootton sampled life in
the fast lane. (Pics by
Peter Fritz.)

But officer, I'm sure | wasn't
going that fast. How accurate are
those things amyway?”

“Oh, that accurate.”

Mmim. It was an expensive lesson,
but one that underlines how
deceptively fast these new generation
sports bikes can be if you don't keep
your mind an the job. And that's the
crux of the matter, It wasn't the bike's
fault — | didn't have the senses on full
alert, and paid the consequences,
{Before the anti-big-Jlap-megabike labby
starts jumping up and down, the same
thing would have happened if I'd been
in a Beemer V121)

The bike in question is Suzuki's new
GSX-R1100K, a machine I've been
straining at the bit to throw a leg over
since it was released back in early
February. My earlier chance had been
thwarted by an errant rider at Suzuki's
dealer release day, and | was forced to
wait my turm on the sole remaining
demo bike.

The K has a hard act to follow, with
the previous R1100 (from the G model
in "B6 to the subsequent H and K
models) getting rave reviews from all
and sundry. How do you improve on
something generally acknowledged as
the best big-bore sports road bike
around?

Motorcycle News tested the original
CSX-R1100C back in May '86 (Val 35,
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