


This is the year
Suzuki takes on anybody

Anywhere.

Suzukis have a repuration for being tough. And fast. And reliable,

Go anyplace where people ride motorcycles— be it local dire track, international
racing circuit or city streer—and ask someone what he thinks abour Suzukis, You
usually get an answer like this: "Suzukis can really rake it... They build a rough,
reliable machine.”

Thar's the kind of reputation a lot of manufacturers would give their kick-
starters for. Suzukis are buile ro [ast. Thev're built to take on the country,

In a word, Suzuki means queality-

Suzuki quality comes from dedication, hard work, and a special kind of attieude
throughout the entire organization: every person who works here is tough-minded
about his job. He has to be, For he has to make sure his work can pass the critical
Suzuki inspections.

And there are hundreds of these inspections. In fact, for every en workers,
there soneinspector keeping a watchtul eve on rthe proceedings. So vou know it's tough,

3 years in the making.

It takes abour three vears for a new Suzuki o evelve from drawing board idea
w finished motorcyele. In that time, a preat deal of painstaking research, experiments
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With no shorwcurs,

And not everything will end up seeing the lighe of day. There are failures along
with the breakthroughs. Bur cach development, whether great leap forward or small
step back, is another stage on the road o the marketplace.

Even the president gets into the act.

Before the blueprines and the designs comie the questions. Every vear a team
of expernts arrives from lapan with one thought i mind: find our what's new and
needed in the United States. They digest reams of intormanon of what the public
wants tday and will need wmorrow. They study trends in stvling, in riding habits,
iy size preferences. They analyze new developments in design, in luxury features,
in performance characteristics,

When they return e [apan. they are armed with the ideas for furare bikes and
improvements, and make a formal propesal o the company's board of directors.
The board: with Prestdent Shunzo Sozuki taking an active part in the decision. gives
the final approval

And the wheels starc tirning.



With 3 street machines.

T-500] Titan

Still the best buy of the
500's. 105-110 mph. Does
the 1/4 mile in 13.6. 47
hp/ 7000 rpm. 5 speeds.
Double leading shoe front
brakes. CCI automatic
lube. Nobody can beat it
in styling, performance
or price.

T-350] Rebel

The sweetest-handling,
finest-riding 350 going.
100-105 mph. Does the
1/4 mile in 14.2. 36 hp/
7000 rpm. 6 speeds.
Double leading shoe front
brakes. CCI automatic
lube. The Rebel will get
you around competition,
and keep you there.

T-250] Hustler

The fastest 250 street bike
made. Does the 1/4 mile
in 15.1. 95-100 mph.

33 hp/8000 rpm. 6 speeds.
Double leading shoe front
brakes. CCI automatic
lube. The Hustler is one
sure way of getting around
town— fast.



The computer has the last word.

We begin building a Suzuki on an engineer's drafting table and an arnisc's
drawing board. Working closely rogether, these teams give birth to the new idea.

Bur looking good w the eve and w the engineer’s slide rule isn't enough Before
the idea pocs to the next expensive stage of building a working prototype, 11t must
leok good w the computer, too.

This particular computer is the Big Brain ar Suzuki's Research and Develop-
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ratos to frame weights, has been programmed into o

S0 when the proposed design has passed the compurter rests. the engineers
know that ;h-e'!,r haven t made any mistakes. T he COMmpter s'amp-ll,.' won t let them.

MNext comes a full-scale mock-up model. This is usoally made of wood, done
s realisgically thar the only way o rell if & gasoline ank or expansion chamber 15
wood or metal is 1o rap it with your knuckles.

The mock-up and .-:pq:ificﬂri{,ms are then shipped by jet for review (1 LS.
Managemene. If it passes, ir's all syvstems go.

The working prototype

M ext comes the hand-built working model; built as close to the final production
version as possible.

Using rest-run analysis, the machine is honed to perfection.

A front fork is altered here, a drive sprocket there, the gear ratio here. One
machine may need bigger tires. another a smonger frame. still another a longer tallpipe.

Testing: a tour through motoreycle hell.

Once the prototype is buile, it's next home is the main Suzuki resting facilicy
HEE Hamﬂm‘a{su-

There are abour 1400 acres on the Hamamatsu testing grounds— all devored o
resting every Suzuki o its limis

The testing rack 15 just over 4 miles long. with a 2 mile soraghraway and over
2 miles of the most tormuous road that man or Mother Nature has ever dreamed up.
O the rack, the rest riders will run every prototype machine chrough a camalog
list of tests—acceleration, power, braking, wrque, handling—even down to such
“minor things as the comfort of the seat and the ease of instrument visibility.

Things you shouldn't do, we do.

We punizh Suzukis. In every way we know how. And we do things o them no
sane motorcyclist will ever do— not for the theill of i, but w push Suzukis 1w the fimis,
to zearch for breaking points so we can make them stronger.

Tvpical 15 a batery of acceleration tests.,

One of the rders, making mental notes and immediarely relaying them o one of
the staff analysts, will smoke the tires on a series of slingshor-like st reveing the
engine until it screams in PrOesE, banging shifts, shocking the motorevele in the quest
for top performandce.
























